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Senate Vote 177 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Local Law Enforcement

May 24, 2007 - Coleman, R-Minn., amendment no. 1158 to the Kennedy, D-Mass., substitute amendment no. 1150. The Coleman amendment would amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to allow law enforcement officials to question individuals about their immigration status if they have probable cause to believe the immigrants do not have legal status. The substitute would overhaul

U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English, and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Rejected 48-49: R 39-8; D 9-39; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 180 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Citizenship for Illegal Immigrants

May 24, 2007 - Vitter, R-La., amendment no. 1157 to the Kennedy, D-Mass., substitute amendment no. 1150. The Vitter amendment would strike the title of the bill that would create the Z visa, which would allow illegal immigrants now in the country to be put on a path to citizenship. The substitute would overhaul U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English, and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Rejected 29-66: R 20-26; D 9-38; I 0-2.

Note: A "nay" was a vote in support of the president's position.

Senate Vote 189 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Re-entry Requirement Removal

June 06, 2007 - Bingaman, D-N.M., amendment no. 1267 to the Kennedy, D-Mass., substitute amendment no. 1150. The Bingaman amendment would remove the requirement that "Y" non-immigrant visa holders leave the United States before they are able to renew their visa. The substitute would overhaul U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English, and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Rejected 41-57: R 4-44; D 35-13; I 2-0.

Senate Vote 195 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Family-Sponsored Immigration Expansion

June 06, 2007 - Kennedy, D-Mass., motion to waive the Budget Act with respect to the Kyl, R-Ariz., point of order against the Clinton, D-N.Y., amendment to the Kennedy substitute amendment. The Clinton amendment would expand the definition of "immediate relative" to include minor children and spouses of lawful permanent residents for the purposes of family-sponsored immigration. The substitute would overhaul U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English, and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Motion rejected 44-53: R 0-48; D 42-5; I 2-0.

Note: A three-fifths majority vote (60) of the total Senate is required to waive the Budget Act. (Subsequently, the chair upheld the point of order, and the amendment fell.)

Senate Vote 196 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Merit-Based Evaluation System Alteration

June 06, 2007 - Ensign, R-Nev., amendment no. 1374 to the Kennedy, D-Mass., substitute amendment no. 1150. The Ensign amendment would alter the qualifications and point structure for the merit-based evaluation system for awarding green cards. The substitute would overhaul U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English, and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Rejected 42-55: R 35-13; D 7-40; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 202 - S 1348: Immigration Overhaul - Additional Enforcement Triggers

June 07, 2007 - Coburn, R-Okla., amendment no. 1311 to the Kennedy, D-Mass., substitute amendment no. 1150. The Coburn amendment would require completion of existing immigration laws, including the 700-mile border security fence, before the guest worker program could begin. The substitute would overhaul U.S. immigration policies and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system. It would allocate some green cards on a merit-based system based on certain criteria, including a high-demand occupation, proficiency in English and higher education degrees. Half of the green cards would be allocated based on family relations. It also would provide for a temporary guest worker program that would allow workers to remain in the United States for up to six years, provided that they return to their home country for a year after every two years they remain in the United States.

Rejected 42-54: R 31-16; D 11-36; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 228 - S 1639: Immigration Overhaul - Cloture

June 26, 2007 - Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Reid, D-Nev., motion to proceed to the bill that would overhaul U.S. immigration policies, provide for a temporary guest worker program and institute new border security measures, including an electronic verification system.

Motion agreed to 64-35: R 24-25; D 39-9; I 1-1.

Note: Three-fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture.

Senate Vote 232 - S 1639: Immigration Overhaul - Parent Visitor Visa

June 27, 2007 - Specter, R-Pa., motion to table Division IV of the Kennedy, D-Mass., amendment no. 1639 that would increase the number of green cards for parents of U.S. citizens and increase the duration of the parent visitor program. It would restrict the penalty for overstaying that visa to solely the individual visa holder.

Motion agreed to 56-41: R 48-0; D 8-39; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 233 - S 1639: Immigration Overhaul - Extended Families

June 27, 2007 - Reid, D-Nev., motion to table. Division VI of the Kennedy, D-Mass., amendment no. 1934 that would increase the points allocated to extended families under the merit-based system.

Motion agreed to 55-40: R 47-0; D 8-39; I 0-1.

Senate Vote 60 - S Con Res 70: Fiscal 2009 Budget Resolution - Immigration Enforcement

March 13, 2008 - Sessions, R-Ala., amendment no. 4231 that would allow an adjustment to the resolution for increased border security and immigration enforcement, including programs that expand the zero tolerance prosecution policy for illegal entry, completion of 700 miles of border fencing and deployment of up to 6,000 National Guard members to the U.S. southern border, as long as the programs do not increase the deficit.

Adopted 61-37: R 48-0; D 13-35; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 69 - S Con Res 70: Fiscal 2009 Budget Resolution - COPS Program

March 13, 2008 - Dorgan, D-N.D., motion to table the Vitter, R-La., amendment no. 4309 that would allow an adjustment to the resolution to restrict Community-Oriented Policing Services funding from going to jurisdictions that prohibit local law enforcement from cooperating with federal agencies looking for illegal immigrants.

Motion agreed to 58-40: R 9-39; D 47-1; I 2-0.

Senate Vote 219 - HR 2892: Fiscal 2010 Homeland Security Appropriations - E-Verify for Government Contractors

July 08, 2009 - Schumer, D-N.Y., motion to table the Sessions, R-Ala., amendment no. 1371 to the Reid, D-Nev., substitute amendment 1373. The Sessions amendment would make the Homeland Security Department's E-Verify program permanent and compel federal agencies to require government contractors to check employee citizenship status in the E-Verify system. The substitute would provide $44.3 billion in fiscal 2010 for the Homeland Security Department and related programs, including $43 billion in discretionary spending. The total would include $16 billion for customs, border protection and immigration; $7.7 billion for the Transportation Security Administration, including fees; $8.9 billion for the Coast Guard, excluding mandatory spending; $1.5 billion for the Secret Service and $7 billion for FEMA. It also would prohibit funding after Jan. 4, 2010, for Loran-C, a land-based radio navigation system.

Motion rejected 44-53: R 0-40; D 43-12; I 1-1.

Senate Vote 220 - HR 2892: Fiscal 2010 Homeland Security Appropriations - Border Fence Construction

July 08, 2009 - DeMint, R-S.C., amendment no. 1399 to the Reid, D-Nev., substitute amendment no. 1373. The DeMint amendment would require the fence built along the U.S.-Mexican border to prevent pedestrian traffic and reach completion by Dec. 31, 2010. The substitute would provide $44.3 billion in fiscal 2010 for the Homeland Security Department and related programs, including $43 billion in discretionary spending. The total would include $16 billion for customs, border protection and immigration; $7.7 billion for the Transportation Security Administration, including fees; $8.9 billion for the Coast Guard, excluding mandatory spending; $1.5 billion for the Secret Service and $7 billion for FEMA. It also would prohibit funding after Jan. 4, 2010, for Loran-C, a land-based radio navigation system.

Adopted 54-44: R 33-7; D 21-35; I 0-2.

Senate Vote 316 - HR 2847: Fiscal 2010 Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations - Local Immigration Enforcement

October 07, 2009 - Menendez, D-N.J., motion to table the Vitter, R-La., amendment no. 2630 that would bar the use of Community Oriented Policing Services funds in the bill for jurisdictions that prohibit local law enforcement from cooperating with federal agencies looking for illegal immigrants.

Motion agreed to 61-38: R 3-37; D 56-1; I 2-0.

Senate Vote 320 - HR 2847: Fiscal 2010 Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations - Cloture

October 13, 2009 - Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Mikulski, D-Md., substitute amendment that would provide $65.1 billion in fiscal 2010 for the departments of Commerce and Justice and other agencies such as NASA and the National Science Foundation, including $64.9 billion in discretionary funding.

Motion rejected 56-38: R 0-37; D 54-1; I 2-0.

Note: Three-fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture.

S.1505 - Secure America Through Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act of 2009
Title: A bill to provide immigration reform by securing America's borders, clarifying and enforcing existing laws, and enabling a practical employer verification program, and for other purposes. 

7/23/2009--Introduced. 

Summary: Sets forth border security and enforcement provisions, including provisions respecting: (1) increases in Border Patrol and investigative personnel; (2) recruitment of former military personnel; (3) use of Department of Defense (DOD) equipment; (4) infrastructure improvements; (5) aerial and other surveillance; (5) a national strategy to secure the borders; (6) accountable financing under the Secure Border Initiative; (7) emergency deployment of Border Patrol agents; and (8) expansion of the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism along the northern and southern borders.

S 424 - Uniting American Families Act 

Introduced: Feb. 12, 2009
Title: A bill to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to eliminate discrimination in the immigration laws by permitting permanent partners of United States citizens and lawful permanent residents to obtain lawful permanent resident status in the same manner as spouses of citizens and lawful permanent residents and to penalize immigration fraud in connection with permanent partnerships.


S.1038 - Agricultural Job Opportunities, Benefits, and Security (AgJOBS) Act of 2009
Title: A bill to improve agricultural job opportunities, benefits, and security for aliens in the United States and for other purposes. 
Introduced: 5/14/2009

Summary: Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) to confer "blue card status" upon an alien who: (1) has performed agricultural employment in the United States for at least 863 hours or 150 work days during the 24-month period ending on December 31, 2008; (2) applied for such status during the 18-month application period beginning on the first day of the seventh month that begins after the date of enactment of this Act; (3) is otherwise admissible to the United States; and (4) has not been convicted of any felony or a 

S.729 - Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act of 2009
Title: A bill to amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to permit States to determine State residency for higher education purposes and to authorize the cancellation of removal and adjustment of status of certain alien students who are long-term United States residents and who entered the United States as children, and for other purposes. 
Introduced: 3/26/2009
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